
 
Cystic fibrosis (CF) is a life-threatening genetic disease that primarily affects the lungs and 

digestive system. An estimated 30,000 children and adults in the United States (70,000 

worldwide) have CF. In people with CF, a defective gene and its protein product cause the body to 

produce unusually thick, sticky mucus that: 

 

� Clogs the lungs and leads to life-threatening lung infections. 

� Obstructs the pancreas and stops natural enzymes from helping the body break down 

food and absorb vital nutrients. 

 

OUR WALK IS 5/16/15 @ CARONDOLET PARK 
  

Brendan  (top left) was born with Merconium ileus, which means that a baby's first stool is 

blocking the last part of the baby's small intestine. This can happen when the meconium is 

thicker and more sticky than normal. He was only in the NICU for 7 days. They were able to treat 

it with enemas.  He has been lucky and has only been hospitalized once for constipation. He 

however is on five medications for his CF including his vest. 

 

Jackson (right) was born with Merconium ileus also but his was more severe. He had Intestinal 

Atresia, which is a malformation of the intestine, usually resulting from a vascular accident 

before he was born. A part of his small intestine died while in utero had to be cut out and his 

intestines sewn back together. He was in the NICU for six weeks. He has had an additional 

surgery similar to the first. He has been hospitalized twice for a "CF tune up" and constipation. He 

is on five medications for his CF including his vest. 

 

We NEED a cure for this awful disease! 
 

 Will you join us? All you need to do to become a member of our team is click on the "Join our 

Team" button. From there you can make a donation and start your fundraising. 

By becoming a member of our team and making a donation, you are joining a growing group of 

people committed to finding a cure for cystic fibrosis. Together, we are adding tomorrows to the 

lives of Brendan and Jackson and many others living with CF by supporting the search for a cure. 

Great Strides is a fun, family-friendly event that raises awareness and support for people with CF 

and their families.  Please send your checks made payable to:  CFF {Cystic Fibrosis 

Foundation} using the enclosed envelope. 

 
THANK YOU IN ADVANCE – Mom & Dad {Sarah & Chris}; Grandma & Grandpa (Kay & Ray Bedwell} 

Grammy & PaPa {Charlotte Bratton & David Wetstein}; Uncle {Joe Wetstein} Cousin {Devilyn Bedwell}  


